





Stainless Steel Plant Markers

We have discovered a stainless steel plant marker that is better than the stainless
steel markers that we were carrying and using. The stakes that go in the ground
are three times as thick as normal stakes, and being stainless steel, they will last
for years and years. We had found that the stakes that are not stainless steel tend
to only last a couple of years before rusting to the point that they cannot be pulled
out of the ground and moved without falling apart or bending badly.

The plates on these new markers are also made of stainless steel, which makes
them very strong and long lasting. The stakes are bent over in such a way that
the plates cannot slide down the stakes, which was always a problem with the old
markers. The plates are shiny and smooth, and won’t take permanent markers or
paint pens, but then handwritten labels never lasted very long anyway and didn’t
look nearly as good as a printed label. The best way to put the plant name on the
plates is with either Avery labels printed on a laser printer (not an inkjet printer), or
with a Brother P-Touch printer and its labels. We have printed instructions available
to help you out. Of course, stainless steel markers are more expensive, but given
their life expectancy, they are really a sensible way to go. A bundle of 25 markers
with 10” stakes sells for $31.99 and a bundle with 15” stakes sells for $35.99.

B Some people like to cut back plants
and get their gardens all cleaned up
in the fall. And there are some plants
that benefit from being tidied up. For
example, it is good to remove debris
from around irises. Borer eggs might
be removed by doing so. Call me lazy,
but I'd rather do most of the clean-up
in the spring when old foliage can be
picked up or raked up rather than cut off
with pruners in the fall, with me on my
hands and knees. And | think that leaving
foliage in the garden helps catch leaves
and snow, both of which tend to protect the ‘
plants from severe winter weather.

B There are some plants that should not be cut
back in the fall. Miscanthus grass tends to be
hollow stemmed. If cut back, the stubble can
collect water, which freezes, of course, and
makes the grass more susceptible to winter Kill.
In addition, the grasses are some of the most
interesting plants in the garden in winter, and the
birds like to fly in and out of the clumps, so why
cut them back? Wait until around the first of April to
cut it back.

B Buddleia, or Butterfly Bushes, should also not be cut
back in the fall. I'm not sure why, but it seems that
those that are cut back are more likely to not come back
next spring than those that are left alone until April. A little
extra mulch around the plant in late fall will help protect the
roots from fluctuating winter temperatures.

B Fall is the best time to divide peonies. Dig them now and
divide into divisions that have at least 3-5 eyes on them.
Replant so that the eyes are no more than 2 inches deep in
the ground. Mulch around the newly planted divisions, as well
as around any other new plantings, in order to moderate the soil
temperature over the winter.

Fall Tips

other macrophylla type of hydrangea, for that matter)
remember to dump a bag of mulch in the middle of the

develop shoots that will provide blooms next year.
saw this spring and summer—the ones that grow
from bulbs? We’re talking tulips and daffodils, of
several others. Now is the time to plant them.
We all tend to buy what looks good right now.
you will be able to thank yourself next spring
for thinking ahead.
B If you have problems with deer, any newly

. planted trees should be wrapped with

to do that now. They generally start

gets covered with ice and snow,
and the deer can’t get down to

anything that is green. We

in the fall wrapping and

B If you are growing Hydrangea ‘Endless Summer’ (or any

plant in late fall after it has gotten fairly cold (probably in
November). This will protect a few extra buds that will

B Remember some of those gorgeous flowers that you

course, but also scilla, alliums, surprise lilies, and

Try a little delayed gratification. With a minimal
investment of money, time, and effort in the fall,

plastic protectors in order to prevent the
bucks from rubbing off the bark. It’'s time

rubbing around September 1. Later,
you may want to put fencing around

your evergreens. When the ground

the grass, they will eat just about

spend a lot of time and effort

fencing trees and shrubs,
but it has really paid off.





